Preface
yw 1978 THE NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL initiated a study of I alternative policies affecting the prevention of alcohol abuse JL and alcoholism. The study panel brought together researchers in anthropology, economics, education, epidemiology, psychiatry, psychology, and sociology along with experts on the analysis of historical, legal, and political dimensions of public policy. A list of its members appears on page 119.
In 1981 the panel issued a report entitled Alcohol and Public Policy: Beyond the Shadow of Prohibition, which thoroughly reviewed the relevant research literature and policy questions, and concluded:
•  Alcohol problems are permanent, because drinking is an important and ineradicable part of this society and culture.
•  Alcohol problems tend to be so broadly felt and distributed as to be a general social problem, even though they are excessively prevalent in a relatively small fraction of the population.
•  The possibilities for reducing the problem by preventive measures are modest but real and should increase with experience; they should not be ignored because of ghosts from the past.
Shortly after this report was published, the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism ("the federal aeencv that hadouses, and state houses all across America. As a result we have stronger laws against drunkInstitute of Medicine. The National Academy of Engir and the Institute of Medicine were established in 1964 and 1970, respectively, the charter of the National Academy of Sciences.
